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FIGURE 11.5  Weekly Attendance at Church, Synagogue, or Mosque in the  
United States: Annual Averages

Source: Newport, Frank. 2013. “In U.S., Four in 10 Report Attending Church in Last Week.” December 24.  Reprinted with permission from Gallup.
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FIGURE 11.6  Percentage of U.S. Population Affiliated With a Church,  
Mosque, or Temple

Source: Religious Congregations and Membership Study 2010.

Note: This map is based on data reported by local congregations and includes both members and other regular attendees; it does not represent 
weekly attendance. The numbers indicate overreporting (people report attendance at higher rates than they actually attend), but that does not 
change the overall geographical pattern of religious affiliation.

has declined from two thirds of the population to less 
than half (48%) in the past 30 years, as the country has 
become more religiously diverse. This decline stems 
in part from decreasing numbers of white Protestant 
families (due to the changing ethnic composition of 
the country) and an increase in the number who no 
longer affiliate with any faith community (Pew Forum 
on Religion and Public Life 2012a, 2012b). The latter 
half of the 20th century also saw a wide range of reli-
gious groups forming and growing in North America, 

from the occult and astrology to New Age spiritual-
ity and Zen Buddhism, which seemed to represent a 
resurgence of religious commitment. 

Demographic changes in the makeup of the United 
States and Canada have influenced the religious 
landscape. Although two out of every three native-
born U.S. citizens are Protestant, two out of every 
three Christian immigrants are Catholic. This influx of 
Catholic immigrants has helped the Catholic Church 
maintain the membership of a steady percentage of 




